POINSETTIA
FINISHING

Atla

CONTAINER SIZE PLANTS PER POT TRANSPLANT (week) - depends on location

47 -a5” (0 N 1 Direct stick wk 36]J9
6” (15cm) 1 [ ]
8” (17cm) B 29-32
10” (19¢cm) 3-4 27-29
FERTILITY
Fertilizer Rate Utilize constant feeding at a rate of 100-200 ppm N with 17—5—-5, or other feeds with lower phosphorus.
Short Day EC Range 1.0'.0 mSviaSME

I 5.8-6.2

TEMPERATURE

Day Temperature 68-78°F (20'6°C)

Night Temperature -70°F (18-21°C), once short days begin 65-68°F (18'0°C)

Irrigation Frequency During the early growth phase, young plants should not be allowed to wilt. Once the plants are established, wet/
dry cycles are beneficial.

LIGHT
] Long Day 13+ hours (vegetative phase), Short Day (flower initiation)

Optional on cloudy/overcast days

Requirements

Benefits From Shade? —
PINCHING

e Pinch when roots reach the edge of the growing container (approximately 10-14 days after transplanting or direct stick). The number of remaining
nodes should match the finish container (4 nodes for a 4” (10cm) container, 5j nodes for a 6 h nodes for an 8” (19cm)
container, etc.

e Ethephon should be applied before and/or after pinching to control stem elongation and leaf expansion if plants cannot be pre-sp_
following pinch.

POTENTIAL DISEASES
Botrytis, Alternaria, Thielaviopsis, Fusarium, Powdery Mildew, Pythium, Rhizoctonia, Erwinia
POTENTIAL PESTS

GROWTH REGULATION

e Can be applied following transplant if no growth regulators were applied in propagation. 500—-pm Cycocel (11.8% chlormequat) may be used
based on program needs. Follow label instructions.

e Utilize negative DIF to slow stem elongation

e Fascination/Fresco (GA4A7.BA)
can cause significant bract re-greening when applied during early bract development. Follow label instructions.

ngm Tracking Tool (https://ontarget.dummenorange.com/ ), to aid in decisions about PGRs and

e If you can read a newspaper during short days, it's not dark enough. Streetlights, moonlight, etc. should be taken into account to reduce the chance of
short day interruption.

promote a strong healthy crop . Proper spacing accommodates plants touching slightly when full grown. For 6” pots a minimum of 10”x12[jpacing,
for 8” pots a minimum of 16”x16” HO” pots a minimum of ZOH

o Fluffing bracts can be achieved with an application of 1-5ppm Fascination/Fresco (GA,A,JMBA) at the “fish lips|
Adequately wetting the bract is essential to obtain a uniform response, an addition of 6- n can aid in coverage.
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POINSETTIA
FEATURES AND BENEFITS

Atla

Euphorbia pulcherrima

ON TARGET TRACKING TOOL

e Usethe Diimmen Orange OnTarget™ Tracking Tool (https://ontarget.dummenorange.com/ )to schedule and graphically track your
poinsettia crop. This tool will assist your decisions about plant growth regulators and temperature so your crop finishes on time and

at the right spec.

SERIES SPECIFIC TIPS

e Great branching and strong root system.
e Good for production in both the north and south.

CARE AND HANDLING

Recommended temperature during transport from the greenhouse to the store: 50-57°F (10-14°C)
Use sleeves for transport. The sleeves should extend 4-8cm (2-3”) above the tips of the bracts to provide enough protection.
Ideally poinsettia should not be sleeved for more than 24 hours
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e Poinsettia should not be displayed in their sleeves.

CONSUMER CARE

e Water only when the potting media feels dry to the touch, allow excess water to drain away not trap in the pot cover.
e Maintain a temperature of 65-70°F (18-21°C).

e Poinsettia will perform best indoors with high light conditions.

e Keep away from drafty windows, doors, and heating vents.

HISTORY

e The poinsettia is a contemporary symbol of Christmas in many parts of the world. It is a native plant in Mexico and was cultivated by
Aztecs for red dye, medicinal preparations and the latex. Because of it’s brilliant red color, the flower was a symbol of purity.
Poinsettias were introduced in the US in 1825 by Joel Robert Poinsett (US Ambassador in Mexico).

e Poinsettia is a member of the botanical family Euphorbiae. All the species of this genus are characterized by a single female flower
without petals or sepals surrounded by individual male flowers enclosed in a cup shaped structure called cyathium (the cyathia make
up the yellow middle of the “flower”). The showy red (colored) portion most commonly referred to as the flower, consists of modified
leaves called bracts.

e Today’s breeding and production efforts focus on market traits like consumer appeal, recognition, and long shelflife. Large, showy
bracts. clean colors, good branching, unique colors, and diverse forms are all highly valued traits.
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